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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Colfax	  Truck	  Climbing	  Lane	  Project	  (03-‐1F400)	  	   	  

PLA	  80	  PM	  35.1/38.3	  (from	  just	  east	  of	  Long	  Ravine	  Bridge	  to	  the	  
Alpine	  OC	  exit	  Ramp)	  

	  

PROJECT	  DESCRIPTION:	  

Construct	  truck	  climbing	  lane	  and	  related	  improvements	  on	  eastbound	  I-‐80	  near	  Colfax	  from	  
Long	  Ravine	  Underpass	  to	  Alpine	  Overcrossing:	  

• Construction	  of	  a	  3-‐mile	  truck	  climbing	  lane	  with	  standard	  10	  foot	  inside	  and	  outside	  
shoulders	  

• Widening	  and	  replacement	  of	  Cape	  Horn	  Undercrossing	  
• Construction	  of	  an	  1100	  foot	  retaining	  wall	  separating	  Magra	  Road	  from	  I-‐80	  
• Extension	  of	  culverts	  and	  upgrade	  of	  drainage	  facilities	  
• Relocation	  of	  metal	  beam	  guard	  railing	  and	  construction	  of	  safety	  shaped	  barriers	  

PURPOSE	  AND	  NEED:	  

Improve	  upon	  the	  capacity	  and	  safety	  of	  the	  movement	  of	  people	  and	  goods	  on	  eastbound	  I-‐80	  
while	  upgrading	  facilities	  to	  current	  standards	  where	  feasible.	  

The	  need	  for	  the	  project	  stems	  from	  several	  factors.	  

! Increases	  in	  both	  regional	  and	  interregional	  traffic	  volumes.	  
! Long	  and	  steep	  grades	  with	  narrow	  shoulders	  slow	  truck	  traffic	  causing	  other	  trucks	  to	  

use	   the	   left	   passing	   lane	   at	   speeds	  well	   below	   the	   posted	   speed	   limit	   creating	   traffic	  
backlogs.	  

! Increases	  in	  accident	  frequency.	  	  	  
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! Difficult	  winter	  storm	  conditions	  severely	  limit	  the	  operation	  of	  this	  stretch	  of	  highway.	  
! Structure	  Maintenance	   inspection	   reports	   recommend	   replacement	   of	   the	   Cape	  Horn	  

undercrossing	  due	   to	   the	   severity	  of	  damage	   to	   the	  existing	  abutments,	   failure	  of	   the	  
previously	  rehabilitated	  concrete	  deck,	  spalling	  concrete,	  and	  continuous	  maintenance	  
costs.	  

FUNDING	  (PROGRAMMED)/COST	  ESTIMATE	  (in	  $1,000):	  

	   Programmed	  

	   Federal	  
Discretionary	  

SHOPP	   Total	  

Total	   $6,147	   $44,165	   $50,312	  
	  

SCHEDULE:	  

Advertise	  for	  Bid	   	   September	  2015	  
Bids	  Opened	   	   	   November	  2015	   	  
Award	  Contract	   	   March	  2016	  
Project	  Completion	   	   November	  2018	  	  	  
	  
PROJECT	  IMPACTS:	  

The	  replacement	  of	  the	  Cape	  Horn	  undercrossing	  will	  require	  an	  estimated	  12	  nights	  of	  full	  
Interstate	  80	  (I-‐80)	  closure,	  each	  lasting	  up	  to	  3	  nights.	  	  The	  I-‐80	  truck/RV/bus	  detour	  will	  be	  
utilized	  concurrently	  with	  the	  Rollins	  Lake	  Road	  passenger	  vehicle	  detour.	  	  The	  truck/RV/bus	  
detour	  of	  approximately	  58	  miles	  will	  utilize	  State	  Route	  20	  and	  State	  Route	  49	  through	  the	  
towns	  of	  Nevada	  City	  and	  Grass	  Valley,	  including	  steep	  grades	  and	  sharp	  curves.	  	  The	  California	  
Highway	  Patrol	  will	  utilize	  rolling	  traffic	  blocks	  which	  will	  result	  in	  significant	  traffic	  delays.	  	  	  

The	  passenger	  vehicle	  7	  mile	  detour	  utilizes	  Rollins	  Lake	  Road	  to	  State	  Route	  174	  through	  the	  
town	  of	  Colfax.	  

OUTREACH:	  

The	  Caltrans	  District	  3	  Public	  Information	  Office	  will	  be	  contracting	  with	  a	  public	  relations	  firm	  
to	  assist	  with	  outreach	  to	  local	  communities,	  schools,	  motorists,	  commercial	  delivery	  and	  
trucking	  companies	  and	  other	  stakeholders	  about	  the	  lane/ramp	  closures	  and	  traffic	  detours	  
that	  will	  impact	  them.	  	  Outreach	  efforts	  will	  include:	  project	  website,	  social	  media	  accounts,	  
brochures	  and	  mailers,	  open	  houses	  and	  community	  meetings,	  regional	  advertising	  campaign	  
(radio,	  print,	  and	  internet),	  email	  distribution	  lists,	  and	  stakeholder	  relationships.	  


